FOCUS:
Gaining and saving money is
only valuable if it expands
our capacity to give.

APPLICATION:
In the grand scheme of
things, gaining and saving
money are worthless
endeavors if we don't choose
to be generous with what we
gain and save. Additionally,
we can be even more
generous if we practice good
habits when gaining and
saving. When we choose to
give, we are demonstrating
that we love God and other
people more than we love
money.
GOD'S WORD:
2 Corinthians 9:6-8;
Proverbs 11:24-25

GIVE ALL YOU CAN
SMALL GROUP LESSON 3

2 CORINTHIANS 9:6-8
"Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly,
and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each of
you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all
times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good
work."

LET IT GO
My niece was three years old when Disney's "Frozen" came out in
theaters. As you might expect, she quickly became a huge fan of
Elsa and Anna. She loved the movie so much, and watched it so
many times when it came out on video, that she walked around
the house singing the chorus of the hit song "Let It Go" almost
without ceasing. It was a trying time for my brother and
sister-in-law.
While the lyrics to the song aren't particularly applicable to
2 Corinthians 9:6-8, the title of the song is. When you love
something, it's difficult to "let it go." How many times have we
seen parents struggling to keep their composure as their children
head off to college? What about having to let a pet go because
you are moving and can't take them with you? The fact is, the more
you love something, the harder it is to release it.

GAIN
SAVE
GIVE

This is the same with money. If you love money, it's hard to let go
of it. In fact, for many Christians, even tithing is a hard thing to do.
We find ourselves giving "reluctantly or under compulsion," as
verse 7 says, because that money is important to us. We trust more
in the power of that money than in the power of God. But,
because God directs us to give, we do, but not cheerfully.
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