Rev. Gary Hartke began serving as the Director of Nazarene Youth International on November 1, 2000. Prior to this assignment Gary served 15 years as a Youth Pastor at the Dayton Beavercreek (Ohio), South Portland (Maine), and Chicago First (Illinois) Nazarene churches. Along with being a youth pastor Gary served as Chicago Central District NYI President, USA Central Region TEAM NYI Trainer and teen camp director on three districts. Gary also served 2.5 years as the World Mission Candidate Coordinator discovering, developing, and deploying missionaries. 
As Director of NYI, Gary is responsible for coordinating and supervising the youth ministry of the Church of the Nazarene worldwide which currently includes a membership of 415,041 young people.
Gary’s academic background includes a Bachelor of Arts in Christian Education from Mount Vernon Nazarene University and Masters in Church Management from Olivet Nazarene University. 
Gary has also co-authored “101 Ways To Be Family Friendly in Youth Ministry”.

Gary and his wife of 25 years, Joy, have two children – Mallori (21) and Jeremy (19). 

