Baby Day 2009 “The Quest for Discipleship Begins Here” Sketch.
Have some fun and create some laughs as you emphasize discipleship begins with the youngest attendees in our churches.  Join a young and adventurous pastor, “Illinois Smith,” in his thrilling search throughout the church to discover where discipleship begins.  Be there when his/her quest leads him/her to the youngest—babies and toddlers.

Opening Scene: (As the sketch opens, it would be great if you had the theme song from the Indiana Jones movies playing in the background.  This music can be downloaded for a minimal cost from services like iTunes.)

Pastor Illinois Smith, dressed as a typical “Indiana Jones” type explorer, is sitting on stage as two inquisitive individuals come in and approach him/her.  As the individuals reach Pastor Smith, the music fades out.

Visitor #1: Pastor Smith!
Illinois: Call me Illinois.  And who, may I ask, are you?

Visitor #2: We are just two average Nazarenes in search of where discipleship begins.

Illinois:  Where discipleship begins?  Why would you want to know where discipleship begins?
Average Nazarene #1: Recently we have heard so much recently about the importance of discipleship and the Church of the Nazarene’s Statement of Mission, “To Make Christlike Disciples in the Nations.”

Average Nazarene #2: We have, also, heard that Children’s Ministries International’s quadrennial theme is “Kidz First—Where Discipleship Begins!”

Illinois: You’re saying the Church of the Nazarene made “to make Christlike disciples in the nations” its top priority. I have heard something about this, but tell me more about this Kidz First quadrennial theme.

Average Nazarene #1: Well, Children’s Ministries International partners with those who minister with children by encouraging, educating and equipping. Children’s Ministries International wants the Church of the Nazarene to think Kidz First in all it does.   

Average Nazarene #2:  Yes, and the quadrennial theme “Kidz First—Where Discipleship Begins!” is the focus for Children’s Ministries International for the next four years.  

Illinois: Does Children’s Ministries International believe that discipleship begins with kids?

Average Nazarene #1: Actually, we think it goes much deeper than that.

Average Nazarene #2: Yes, we heard rumors it goes all the way to the littlest ones in our congregations.

Illinois: And by the littlest, you mean?

Average Nazarene #1: Well, the infants.

Average Nazarene #2: And the toddlers.

Illinois: This sounds quite strange, quite strange indeed.  How could something as important as discipleship begin with infants and toddlers? (Illinois pauses and seems to be in very deep thought.  As he/she continues to do this for 5-10 seconds, Average Nazarene #1 & #2 look at each other with quizzical looks on their faces)
Average Nazarene #1: Pastor Smith, I mean Illinois, what are you thinking?

Average Nazarene #2: Do you really think it could be possible for discipleship to begin with infants and toddlers?

Illinois: I think this means I need to go on an adventure. I think I’m going to have to go to that nursery and see first-hand if it’s a place where discipleship begins? 

Average Nazarene #1: Do you know the way?

Illinois: I know it’s located somewhere here in the church. I can even remember hearing some strange cries coming from a room down the hall.  Do you think that could be where it is?

Average Nazarene #2: It sounds like you might be on the right track.  Hope you find it!

Illinois: Thanks. I hope there aren’t any snakes, I hate snakes.

(Play “Indiana Jones” Theme music as the scenes change.)

Scene Two (Scene Two opens with “Illinois Smith” entering a nursery or toddler room.  Have three children’s workers and some young children playing with toys on the floor.  Have one children’s worker hold the smallest child, preferable an infant or very small toddler.  Have the “Indiana Jones” theme music continue until “Illinois Smith” enters the stage, and he/she has taken a few seconds to scout out the scene of children playing.)
Child Worker #1: (Holding infant or small toddler) Pastor Smith, is that you?

Illinois: Yes, it is me, and call me Illinois. (pausing for a moment and looking around) Is this the nursery?

Child Worker #2: Yes, this is the nursery.  You don’t get here very much, do you?

Illinois: (Fumbling a little with his/her words) Well, you know, it’s like, I’ve tried, and you know the board, and priorities, and…

Child Worker #3: Well, Pastor, what brings you here to visit us today?

Illinois: Call me, Illinois. You see, I recently had two unusual visitors come into my office.  These visitors were making all kinds of wild claims about discipleship and infants and toddlers, and it was all so confusing.  I decided I had to check out the situation for myself.

Child Worker #1: What kind of claims did they make?

Illinois: They claimed that discipleship, one of the most important aspects of being a Christian, actually starts here, with infants and toddlers. 

Child Worker #2: What was so confusing about that?
Illinois: Well, when it comes to discipleship, I have always been taught it deals with teaching the followers of Christ about things like prayer, Bible study, stewardship, and what it means to grow to be more Christlike.

Child Worker #3: Those are all important aspects of discipleship.
Illinois: Can you understand my confusion?  I mean, how can we teach infants and toddlers about those things?

Child Worker #1: Illinois, do you disciple all the older children, youth, and adults the same way?

Illinois: Well, of course not.  The level of understanding between a child, a youth, and an adult is different.  Even within those groups, there are varying levels of understanding that have to be taken into consideration.

Child Worker #2: Wouldn’t the same be true for infants and toddlers?

Illinois: What do you mean?

Child Worker #3: Well, Illinois, many of these children playing here don’t yet fully understand why we pray. But that doesn’t mean I can’t pray with them and teach them simple prayers.  

Child Worker #1: If we help them learn to pray, their understanding of prayer will grow as they do.

Child Worker #2: Do you remember, Pastor, what Matthew 18:10 tells us?
Illinois:  Oh, yeah, Matthew 18:10.  Well, uh, I forgot my Bible, and I am not sure to which translation you are referring.  Would you remind me how the version you use is worded?
Child Worker #3: Matthew 18:10 says, “See that you do not look down on one of these little ones. For I tell you that their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven.”
Illinois: So…if we teach them to pray…

Child Worker #1: And to love God…

Child Worker #2: And to know Jesus is God’s Son…

Child Worker #3: And Jesus wants to be their best Friend…
Illinois: Then, discipleship can begin here.  But what about that infant you are holding? Surely, discipleship can’t begin with one that small?
Child Worker #1: Of course, it can, Pastor, I mean, Illinois.  Jesus is that He came to bring us peace and comfort.  When a child is afraid or upset, I can take the child in my arms and show Jesus’ love to him (her) by bringing love and comfort.

Child Worker #2: Through love and comfort and meeting their needs,  these infants and toddlers begin to trust the caregivers. 

Child Worker #3: This sense of trust is the foundation of later acceptance of Jesus as personal Savior.  This is the beginning of any disciple’s journey toward Christlikeness.
Illinois: So discipleship can begin here.  No, discipleship does begin here.

(Enter our Average Nazarenes #1 & #2)

Average Nazarene #1: Pastor Smith, I mean Illinois, did you find the answer?

Average Nazarene #2: Did you find out where discipleship begins?

Illinois:  (Takes the infant from CW #1, and turns and faces the congregation) Yes, I did.  In Mark, Chapter two, verse 14, it reads, “Come, be my disciple.”  These were Jesus’ words, and they were directed to everyone, including the infants and toddlers.  He calls us—you and me—to reach out to those who need our constant help and attention, the infants and the toddlers.  He reminds us that true discipleship (raising the infant high for all to see) does begin here!
