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Gather, Grow, Go


During 2010 and 2011, Women’s Ministries hosted conference calls and led discussion topics on FaceBook to introduce Women’s Ministries new motto: Gather, Grow, Go. Women’s Ministries excels at gathering women and encouraging spiritual growth and development. We need to consider, however, the emphasis placed on going into our communities. This year’s goal is to have “Programs with a Purpose” and “Ministries with a Mission.” 

These monthly tips focus on the communities where we live and worship and are designed to spark your thinking and creativity. Most of the suggestions may be used for any month and are adaptable to fit your particular ministry setting.

Matthew 25:35-36 says, “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.” As we contemplate going into our communities, we take the presence of Jesus Christ with us and introduce others to the God who loves and cares for them. This is an awesome privilege and responsibility.

Ministries with a Mission
The Women’s Ministries General Council established the emphasis for 2011-2012 as women worldwide, especially those who are victimized by sex trafficking. For those of us in the United States and Canada, we’re learning more about sex trafficking and that it is a problem in our communities rather than one we can deny or ignore. Newspaper articles identified the Kansas City metropolitan area, home of the Church of the Nazarene Global Ministry Center, as a transportation hub for the sex trafficking world.

Many of us will need to educate ourselves about sex trafficking. Here are suggested web sites of religious groups that work with those victimized by sex trafficking.
· Nazarene Compassionate Ministries
· Salvation Army
· Mercy Movement
· Faith Alliance Against Slavery and Trafficking 
· Make Way Partners

Here are some statistics about human trafficking. 
· In 2007, 27 million people were considered slaves. 
· More slaves are alive now than at any other time in history.
· After drug trafficking, human trafficking is tied with illegal arms trade as the second largest criminal industry in the world, and it is the fastest growing.
· Every 10 minutes, one person is trafficked into the U.S. Around the world, a victim is exploited every minute. 
· Each year, more than one million children are exploited in the global commercial sex trade. 
· Of the 192 countries identified by the United Nations, 161 are involved with human trafficking.
· Human trafficking, as an organized crime, generates about $32 billion of revenue each year.
· $15.5 billion is made in industrialized countries. 
· $9.7 billion in Asia. 
· On average, $13,000 per year is generated by each “forced laborer.” This number can be as high as $67,200 per victim per year. 
Partnering with NMI
Women’s Ministries is encouraged to work with Nazarene Missions International (NMI) as well as ministries and organizations in your communities to make a difference in people’s lives. Collectively, we can work to eliminate the victimization happening within our communities. We can partner with existing ministries to stand against human trafficking through our donations, educating ourselves about needs, and identifying ways to help. 

Programs with a Purpose
In early spring I attended Come to the Water, a conference for clergywomen. One of the general sessions featured five women, most of them clergywomen, engaged in various types of ministry to marginalized women such as homeless women and victims of sex trafficking. One of the illustrations challenged me. 

A woman talked with her pastor about the poor. The pastor asked her to name a poor person. When she couldn’t name anyone, she recognized her concern, while good, didn’t require her to form any relationships. She left the pastor’s office asking herself, “Am I really concerned about the poor?”

It’s a question we must answer as we consider this year’s challenge. As you read through these suggestions, identify specific ministries and organizations in your community to assist. By focusing on specific groups, those involved in your outreach efforts have the opportunity to form relationships. They move from faceless people to someone you know. As you learn their stories, you’ll find people with similar hopes, dreams, and challenges. Best of all, you’ll find opportunities to personify Jesus’ love.

In the Church of the Nazarene there are ministries designed specifically for women. Two of them are True Light Church of the Nazarene in Kansas City, Missouri, and Hope Center Ministries in Canton, Ohio. True Light is described as a rescue mission for women. They help women during times of homelessness, helping them to find housing and supplying them with some basic food needs. They also assist women with addictions to find treatment centers. They disciple women as new Christians and encourage them as they transition into a new lifestyle. Rev. Alice Piggee-Wallack is the pastor. Rev. Donna Fillmore volunteers regularly and helps with the discipleship. To learn more about True Light Church of the Nazarene, click here.

Pastor Cynthia Bishop is preparing to open Hope House as part of Hope Center Ministries. Located in Canton, Ohio, Hope House will be a drop-in shelter where women can do laundry and take a shower. They will also benefit from the food and clothing banks Hope Center Ministries will provide. Pastor Cindy is working with community organizations and Massillon Church of the Nazarene to assist women during a difficult time. Hope House includes a community room where classes will be held. There will be computers so women can create resumes and search for employment. In addition to Bible Studies, classes will be offered on budgeting and planning nutritional meals. To learn more about Hope House, contact Pastor Cindy at pastorcindy59@yahoo.com. 

If you know of other ministries, please send information about the ministry to womensministries@nazarene.org and they will be added to this list.


July—Collect School Supplies. July means school is a few weeks away for many students. If you have teachers, administrators, and other school employees attending your church, ask them for advice and suggestions for collecting school supplies. For other congregations, contact the school district’s administrative offices or the principal at a nearby school. They will know the supplies required for each grade and can provide information about the number of children and grade levels of those needing assistance. 

Promote the school supply drive with these tips:
· Establish a timeframe for the drive. Two or three weeks are typical.
· Promote the supply drive with announcements in the church bulletin, information on the web site, articles in the newsletter, and flyers on restroom doors.
· Have a collection location. If you have an artist in the congregation, ask him or her to create the containers. Place them in prominent and convenient locations for easy drop-off.
· Inform the congregation of the supplies collected and how many students benefitted from the drive.

Continue to pray for the school, teachers, administrators, other employees, and students throughout the school year. 


August—Prayer Shawls. Many churches have groups that meet regularly to knit and crochet prayer shawls. Some of the groups use the gatherings to teach girls to knit and crochet. This becomes an excellent intergenerational opportunity—not only are the girls learning a new skill, they are also hearing women share life experiences and pray together.

Prayer shawls are typically given to people with health issues. We’ve heard and read stories of how these individuals feel the prayer support as they wrap themselves in the shawl. Let’s consider two more options for prayer shawls.
1. As students begin college or trade school, give each one a prayer shawl. What a tangible reminder that someone has prayed for them. Take this another step and have individuals from the congregation commit to write to each student. Conversations with college students indicate they enjoy receiving mail. Due to email, text messages, FaceBook, and other social networks, students receive less mail and anticipate pulling an envelope from their mailboxes.
2. Contact your police department or the emergency department of the local hospital to discuss supplying them with prayer shawls to give to children who have been injured, battered women as they flee for safety, and other people who have experienced trauma. 

Encourage the prayer shawl groups to continue praying for the recipients of shawls. While they may not know the names of the persons, God knows and continued prayers may cause them to respond to His voice.

Promote Come to the Fire, September 29-October 1, at Grove City Church of the Nazarene in Grove City, Ohio. The conference calling women to living the holy life will have a long lasting effect on their lives. You don’t want to miss it.


September—Battery and Charger Collection. Think about the items you use daily that require batteries or recharging such as hearing aids, electronic games, cell phones, and electronic books. Look through a child’s toy box and you’ll find even more items. 

Have you forgotten your phone charger while packing for a trip? Has the toy that occupied young children on a trip needed a battery?

Following the steps outlined above for collecting school supplies, conduct a battery and old charger collection for a shelter for abused women or a homeless shelter. Arrange a time for a group from the congregation to return and work with the residents. 

Complete your travel plans for Come to the Fire, September 29-October 1, at Grove City Church of the Nazarene in Grove City, Ohio.
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October—Comfort and Rest. The Women’s Ministries General Council heard about a police department that gives pillowcases to children during times of crisis. The pillowcase is used to keep personal items. Contact your local police department and work with them to meet specific standards. Other options include homeless shelters, homes for battered women, and the local school system.

To make the pillowcases, purchase cotton or 50/50 cotton/polyester blend with child appropriate designs or light colored fabric. Wash the fabric to remove any sizing used in the production process. Do not use fabric softener. Press fabric as needed.  

For each pillowcase, you’ll need one yard of 45-inch wide fabric. Fold the fabric in half lengthwise. Sew the fabric together along the long side and on one of the short ends. Hem the edges with a 4-inch hem that is folded toward the inside.

To involve children, place inside the pillowcase a few sheets of tissue paper, newsprint, or old newspapers to prevent bleed through. Allow the children to decorate the pillowcases, using fabric and permanent markers. 


November—Hungry. For those of us in the northern hemisphere, the harvest is completed and we anticipate the Christmas season. This often includes family gatherings centered on a meal. While we give thanks for family and food, there are many people who are hungry.

Food drives are common from October to December. If your ministry or congregation participates in a drive, continue participating. If there is a homeless shelter, consider the possibility of hosting a Thanksgiving dinner. One church works with a homeless shelter. The members donate and bake turkeys. They also go to the shelter to help prepare and serve the residents. Whether you have a homeless shelter or not, look for ways the congregation can serve the community. 


December—Eye Glasses. A favorite December outing is visiting places decorated for Christmas. We enjoy this because we can see; imagine missing this beauty due to the need for corrective lens.

When people purchase new glasses, what do they do with the old pair? Some keep one pair in case of an emergency, and often they have several old pairs in drawers. Ophthalmologists and opticians collect used glasses to take on missions trips. Using the steps outlined above, collect old pairs of glasses, working with local ophthalmologists, opticians, and agency for the blind. A web search may also help identify stores or agencies in your area.  Here are some helpful links:

· How to Donate Old Eyeglasses  this site also includes tips for conducting a collection drive.
· Lions Club
· New Eyes for the Needy


January—Crisis Care Kits. Even months later, we vividly recall the images of the devastation and destruction in Japan after the earthquake and tsunami and part of the United States destroyed by tornadoes. We prayed for and empathized with the victims. The Church of the Nazarene has many resources to help victims of natural disasters. One way is through Crisis Care Kits. Essential hygiene items are purchased and placed into plastic bags and shipped to distribution centers. These kits cost about $10 (US dollars). For specific instructions for the United States and Canada, click here. Other areas can make donations to Nazarene Compassionate Ministries.

Supplying Crisis Care Kits is one way for Women’s Ministries to partner with other ministries, creating synergy to accomplish more. Should your congregation be located in an area prone to natural disasters, consider the possibility of having a supply of Crisis Care Kits available for distribution.


February—Ministry to Needy. When we think of a needy person, images of hunger, cold, and homelessness come to mind. But are these the only ways in which people are needy? Could a person need a friend? Teens or children need adults to invest in them? A neighbor need transportation to an appointment? A grieving person need someone to listen?

As you develop ideas for February, expand your concept of needy to include those with less tangible needs. Here are some suggestions.
· Work with the Children’s and Teen leaders to identify those who could benefit from another adult in their lives. Present the names at a Women’s Ministries gathering and ask for volunteers to “adopt” them. Plan an evening of games and pizza to facilitate forming relationships.
· Identify the senior adults in your congregation that need someone to contact them regularly such as those who are homebound, separated by distance from their biological families, and widows and widowers. Develop a way to share the names and needs with Women’s Ministries groups.
· As part of a Women’s Ministries gathering, challenge the attendees to identity individuals in their circles of influence who need to experience God’s love in a personal way. Have the attendees develop a plan to show God’s love to these individuals throughout the month. 
· At the next gathering include time to report the results of their expressions of God’s love.


March—Respite Care. Mothers recall those days when it seemed as if everyone in the household was sick. Perhaps she didn’t feel well, but kept tending to the sick ones and fixing easy-to-digest food. They also remember how good it was to have the family well again and life settled into its routine.

Consider what it would be like to care for an elderly parent or other family member for weeks and months that stretch into years. How much do these care-givers long for a break from daily responsibilities? What would they exchange for a few minutes of uninterrupted rest?

Identify the care-givers in your congregation and strategize ways to provide respite care for them. Here are some suggestions.
· Identify people who are willing to sit with the person needing care when the care-giver attends a Women’s Ministries gathering, goes to dinner with her spouse or friends, or has “free” time. A web search on respite care may yield information about other ministries to use as resources or community organizations that provide training for volunteers.
· Work with care-givers to identify needs and ways Women’s Ministries can assist in meeting those needs.
· While we often think of care-givers as those tending to elderly persons, caregiving may also be for children with illnesses, physical or mental handicaps, and other physical limitations. Remember to include these care-givers, too.


April—Cleaning. In the northern hemisphere, April is associated with spring. For many it means doors and windows are opened after cold winter days. We relish the fresh spring air, budding flowers, and green grass.  Another part of spring is house cleaning, putting away winter clothes, unpacking spring clothes, and sorting out-grown children’s clothes. 

A look at the community around your church will identify places that need cleaning, too. This might be parks, school playgrounds, walking paths, and other public areas. Depending on local ordinances, you may need to obtain permission or permits. Remember the people in your community and congregation that are unable to do spring yard work.  

Look at your church facilities, too. What areas would benefit from refurbishing? A coat of paint or thorough cleaning may be needed. Look at the closets and storage areas, too. Amazing how these areas in the church become just as cluttered as those at home!

Plan an all-church-work-day, involving families. While children need a variety of tasks and for short periods of time, there are things they can do. This develops a sense of pride and ownership in the facilities, too. Also consider having a cleaning product drive for an organization or shelter in your community.  Collect cleaning supplies and deliver them—as you bring more supplies and people to work at the facility.


May—Mentoring. Chapter Five of the Women’s Ministries Handbook for Leaders discusses mentoring. The chapter includes information for women who want to mentor someone as well as those who want to be mentored by someone. This chapter provides information to help educate members of the congregation, too.

Mentoring is investing in a woman to develop her God-given talents and to become the woman God created her to be. While mentoring relationships tend to last for an extended time, they may also target a specific area and be short-term. An example of a short-term mentoring relationship would be empowering a woman to fill a leadership role. The mentoring relationship involves watching the experienced leader, working with her, and the experienced leader watching as the new leader fills new leadership roles.

Other mentoring relationships may be long-term. For example, a newly married woman separated from her biological family may ask a woman who lives nearby to mentor her as she learns to fill her role as a wife. The relationship may continue as children are born and the marriage relationship continues to develop and grow.

Mentoring may also happen between older and younger adults and teens. This happens as older adults meet young people in whom they see potential. The mentor invites the young adult to share life experiences by visiting her home, observing her interactions with family members, and asking questions.

To facilitate forming mentoring relationships, plan an intergenerational evening to provide opportunities for older and younger adults to talk with each other. This might be a game night where people bring a favorite game and snack. Encourage participants to include new people and a variety of ages as they play various games. Be sure to have some adults who will play games with the children throughout the evening.

Another option is use Listening Inside Out as a discussion starter. An MC could summarize a chapter and have questions to start discussion. A leader’s guide for this book is available through Continuing Lay Training (CLT).


June—Thirsty. Many of us experience June as a month with rising temperatures. With the beginning of summer, there is the call to be outside. Whether working, exercising, or playing games, we get hot and long for water to quench our thirst.  

There are numerous activities and groups that benefit from a bottle of water. This includes
· Construction workers
· Homeless people
· Day Care Centers
· Church camps
· People playing in parks
· Students in summer school
· Organized sports leagues
· People working in their yards

Identify a period of time, starting in May, to collect water bottles. Find a creative person in your congregation to design a band for the bottles. Include a scripture verse, name of your church, website address, and church address, then secure the new band around the bottle. In small groups, deliver the water bottles, chilled if possible, to pre-determined locations.





